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Abstract

This paper discusses the debate in Chinese online media on both climate change policy and the
2009 United Nations Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen (COP15). Based on the results
of a discourse analysis of Chinese language weblogs, the paper argues that at the time of COP15
there was a dominant single discourse coalition, while also identifying alternative discourse
formations. The main reasons for this discursive structure seem to be the ways in which actors are
participating in the political process, the sensitivity of the topic of climate change in the Chinese
discussion, and the influence of foreign debates.
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